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Why our freedom is under 
attack and what we must do 


The elimination of the right to Habeas Corpus in 
the new Military Commissions Act—signed by 
the President in October—completes a series of 
staggering attacks against the constitutional rights 
of the American people. 


Habeas Corpus, a centerpiece of our 
liberties, gives a prisoner the right to 
ask a public court why they are impris¬ 
oned. This is a rule of law that goes 
back to the Magna Carta in 1215. Now, 
under the new law, anyone who the 
President designates as an “enemy 
combatant” can be seized, thrown into a 
military prison and subject to torture, 
without recourse. A person can be exe¬ 
cuted based on testimony that was beat¬ 
en out of him. 

Some Americans think this is the 
price of “freedom.” In fact, it is a pre¬ 
lude to denying freedom to everyone 
except the rich and powerful few. It is 
the door to a fascist dictatorship in 
America where the police, an arm of 
corporate power, are unrestrained in 
their ability to beat and murder at will, 
and where no one will have any rights. 

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? 

Today poverty is overtaking our lives 
as new technology eliminates jobs and 
a decent life for millions of Americans. 


The corporations aim to maximize their 
profits in a competitive global market. 
They aim to make into private property 
everything from DNA, to musical 
notes, to water, to molecules, to human 
faces. Everything will be available at a 
price—or you can go without. 

The tragic attacks on the World Trade 
Center provided the opportunity for the 
President and Congress, who are one 
and the same with the big corporations, 
to make their move. The military bud¬ 
get was increased by 31 percent to $345 
billion. Some $15 billion went to the 
airlines and another $60 billion to cor¬ 
porate tax cuts, further draining the 
country’s resources to feed the corpora¬ 
tions. This is to say nothing of the huge 
tax cuts for the wealthy. Then came the 
Patriot Act—the so-called “anti-terror¬ 
ism” legislation, which ended constitu¬ 
tional protections in criminal 
investigations. Now the definition of 
“terrorism” can be applied to strikers or 
demonstrators. 

The sole purpose of the new legisla- 
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tion is to prevent the inevitable struggle 
of workers for their basic necessities — 
food, clothing, health care, education— 
from confronting the source of their 
poverty: the capitalist system. 

Class war in America is being de¬ 
fined. The key to victory is the under¬ 
standing that these ominous conditions 
are not simply the result of a bad situa¬ 
tion getting worse or of a terrible Presi¬ 
dent, though they are factors. What we 
witness today is something far more 
fundamental: a new stage in history 
brought about by technology replacing 
human labor. Today, the capitalist sys¬ 
tem, based on corporate private proper¬ 


ty, is being destroyed and the capitalists 
are passing repressive laws in an effort 
to protect their system. But the new 
technology also means it is possible to 
create a new society—one based on the 
interests of humanity. 

Our first step is to build a powerful 
movement that makes the government 
responsible for our well being. The big 
corporations that produce necessities 
such as water and utilities and energy 
must be nationalized, put under govern¬ 
ment control and run in the interests of 
the public. This is a huge fight, one that 
Americans cannot afford to stand apart 
from. 
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School violence: 


COVER STORY 


The roots of the rash of 
killings in our schools 


“Ten naked little 
boys, between six 
and twelve years old, 
tied together, two 
and two, by their 
wrists, were all 
fastened to a long 
rope and followed by 
a tall, gaunt white 
man, who, with his 
long lash, whipped 
up the sad and 
weary little proces¬ 
sion, drove it to the 
horse-trough to 
drink, and thence to 
a shed, where they 
lay down on the 
ground and sobbed 
and moaned them¬ 
selves to sleep.” 



The violence against our children has its roots in a society that promotes profit over human well 
being. photo/daymonjhartley.com 


Frances Seward, wife of 
Lincoln’s secretary of 
state, wrote this statement 
(quoted in Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s Team of Rivals) after wit¬ 
nessing a group of slave children driven 
to Richmond to be sold. 

Today, 147 years later, the world 
looks in horror at an America where, in 
a recent two-week period, two princi¬ 
pals and nine children were slaughtered 
in their schools. 

As the professional liars for the rul¬ 
ing class scramble to their damage con¬ 
trol posts, they are careful to avoid any 


discussion of history or environment. 
They try to present these tragedies as 
the doings of unbalanced individuals. 
All the damage control in the world 
cannot obscure facts. An African 
proverb states, “Tell me where you have 
been and I will tell you where you are 
going.” 

Madeline Albright, former secretary 
of state, was once asked to comment on 
the fact that 500,000 Iraqi children died 


as a result of the US-imposed sanctions. 
Her curt and immediate reply was, “It 
was worth it.” To whom was it “worth 
it?” Not to the American parents trying 
to raise their children to respect human¬ 
ity. Not to the families huddled in dark 
houses facing the winter without water, 
heat or electricity. Not to the families 
that wander, homeless and destitute, 
through the dank alleys of our cities. It 
was worth it to Halliburton, to the in¬ 


dustrial-military complex, 
to the merchants of death, 
to the purveyors of war 
who have gained control 
of our government. 

The American econo¬ 
my is stabilized by war 
and war production. To¬ 
day, as 140 years ago, the 
goal of that economy is 
profit—not the well being 
of humanity. To continue 
the seemingly endless but 
profitable wars, the gov¬ 
ernment must present the 
tough guy—the killer—as 
the American hero. Presi¬ 
dent Bush’s call to “kick 
ass” added mightily to the 
role model presented to 
the youth of the country. 
The short cut to become 
that hero—that celebri¬ 
ty—is to kill. To stop this 
slaughter of the innocent, 
we must change the psy¬ 
chology of the country. 
We cannot change that 
psychology without 
changing the economic 
and social system. 

For speakers on the crisis in educa¬ 
tion, visit Speakers for a New America 
at www.speakersforanewamerica . com/ 
education.html or call 800-691-6888. 
Also, listen to People’s Tribune Radio 
on “Privatization of Education” at 
www.ptradio . org 
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Author of new AIDS book says, ‘We’re all part of this earth 
and the health of one person affects the health of us all’ 


BY LEW ROSENBAUM 


When AIDS first entered Peace 
Corps volunteer Michael McColly’s 
awareness in 1981, he was listening to 
his short-wave radio in a remote Sene¬ 
galese village. McColly’s account of 
his subsequent 25-year journey into the 
world of HIV+, The After Death Room , 
has just been published. “I wanted to ... 
just go, observe and ask questions and 
let people tell their stories,” he says. It 
also unfolded into a journal of self-dis¬ 
covery. After returning to Chicago, he 
traveled to South Africa, Thailand, In¬ 
dia and Vietnam, returning 20 years lat¬ 
er to the village where it all began in 
Senegal. 

“Where the book really begins,” Mc- 
Colly says with the passion of someone 
who accepts a calling, “is in Durban, at 
the AIDS conference in June, 2000.” 
McColly was invited to the conference 
because teaching and practicing Yoga 
had helped him deal with his own HIV 
status. People asked him to stay, to help, 
to teach and demonstrate. “Suddenly I 
realized, you are here, in front of real 
people with real needs. They asked me 
to stay, but I was not prepared to stay, 
and that troubled me. I had given hope 
to people who had been given lots of 
hope by so many people, and I felt it 
was cruel not to stay and help.” 

McColly found an incongruity in the 
makeup of the AIDS conference. His 
book notes the development of an AIDS 
bureaucracy and industry. “Those peo¬ 
ple who talk and get to go to confer¬ 
ences almost perpetuate themselves,” 
he tells me. “The AIDS conference in 
Toronto in August 2006 was full of 
those people in power who can talk. 
The people below don’t have time, they 
don’t have the money, they don’t even 
want to leave India for two weeks.” 

Talking about the cause of the AIDS 
epidemic, McColly tells me, “I guess 
anthropologically or scientifically I 
tend to believe the accepted idea that 
AIDS probably comes from a monkey.” 
But more important is the relationship 
of drugs and public health to a disease 
dependent on poverty, shame and cul¬ 
tural conditioning about sexuality for its 
continued transmission. “It’s amazing 
.. .how little governments want to spend 
on public health. There’s not a recogni¬ 
tion that it’s a collective problem, it’s 
always blamed on These people’ or it’s 
a technical issue the scientific commu¬ 
nity will solve...we still don’t have na- 


‘It’s amazing 
...how little 
governments 
want to spend on 
public health. 
...we still don’t 
have national 
health insurance, 
which is a public 
health response.’ 
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ment grows. He says, “Everything is 
revolutionary when you get deeply con¬ 
nected to recognizing change and the 
importance of educating people...the 
real value of life is having commitment. 
Deep commitment is revolutionary.” 

Michael McColly’s next step? Take 
the message of this book on the road. 
Contact Speakers for a New America to 
arrange to have him speak in your area. 
Visit http://mccolly.ecorp.net to check 
on speaking engagements nearby. Mc¬ 
Colly will appear November 28, at the 
Chicago Cultural Center, under the aus¬ 
pices of the Guild Complex, the Rag- 
dale Foundation and Center on Halsted, 
free of charge. 

The After Death Room, Soft Skull 
Press, ISBN: 1-932360-92-1 $16.95) is 
in bookstores, or can be ordered on¬ 
line. 


tional health insurance, which is a pub¬ 
lic health response. Can’t we do some¬ 
thing structurally so we can have better 
education, better treatment, better pre¬ 
vention?” 

McColly’s voice rises. “I feel very 
angry about [drug companies].” Every¬ 
body shares in the responsibility and 
every decision is an ethical decision. 
[Drug manufacturers] should not hide 


behind market forces 
and rhetoric. We all are 
a part of this earth and 
the health of one per¬ 
son affects the health 
of us all. Pandemics 
teach that lesson very 
well. Health means se¬ 
curity, food, clean wa¬ 
ter and air, medicine.” 

In an interview for 
“Peace Corps Writers,” 
McColly said: “To 
witness the cruelty and the despair of 
people who are banished from their 
families was painful. But the most diffi¬ 
cult of all was to face people whose 
lives are in jeopardy because they don’t 
have the drugs and treatment I have ac¬ 
cess to. This will stay with me for the 
rest of my life. “ 

McColly says that AIDS activism is 
political, and will grow as that move- 
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A VICTORY FOR THE HOMELESS IN FRESNO 


The City of Fresno, California, was issued a temporary restraining order (TRO) 
on October 17 that will stop them from seizing and destroying poor peoples’ prop¬ 
erty, and from using bulldozers to destroy homeless encampments. Judge Wanger 
said that he did not think the police should be deciding what was valuable proper¬ 
ty or not. He said “one man’s treasure is another man’s junk.” 

There were several homeless people in the Federal Courtroom, when the TRO 
was issued. They were all excited to have won a victory in this struggle for their 
civil rights. As news of the victory spread to the homeless encampments in down¬ 
town Fresno, it brought hope and encouragement to those who have suffered by the 
city’s relentless attacks. 

Community activists and the homeless are organizing events to draw attention to 
conditions in Fresno. An event of over 100 people at Fresno City Hall was primar¬ 
ily organized by Rev. Floyd Harris, California State president of the National Ac¬ 
tion Network. Rev. Harris led a prayer which was followed by a short Native 
American ceremony and song. This was followed by the entire group singing “This 
Land is Your Land.” 

Excerpted from a longer article by Mike Rhodes, editor of the Community Al¬ 
liance newspaper ; www.fresnoalliance.com/home. 



Fresno Police Officer Rey Wallace fights with community activist Liza Apper 
as he attempts to destroy a shopping cart and all of the possessions inside. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 



Fresno police taking away shopping carts belonging to the homeless. 

PHOTO/RANDY JOHNSON SR. 


SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY: 

WHY THE POOR ARE UNDER ATTACK 


Nothing can be understood apart from history. A 
Georgia slave-owning family migrated to the San 
Joaquin Valley in the 1920s, creating the richest cot¬ 
ton kingdom in the world. The cotton owners became 
rich from the brutal exploitation of the workers, white, 
Black and Mexican. The owners kept the workers di¬ 
vided by granting higher wages to the whites. 

Today, California agriculture is under the control of 
corporations that produce an abundance of food, but 
with technology that requires fewer and fewer work¬ 
ers. Almost three million adults in California—the 
breadbasket of the world—do not have enough to eat. 
More and more people of all colors are living in the 
streets. The police, an arm of the big corporations, are 


becoming more violent in their drive to control the 
poor. 

We need a vision of a new society where the work¬ 
ers take control of the corporations, such as those that 
produce California’s breadbasket. Unity of the poor is 
key to making that happen. Together, we can create a 
world where everyone has plenty to eat and where 
everyone lives in harmony. 

(Portions of this article are excerpted from “We’re 
Still Slaves: Modern Day Slavery In The San Joaquin 
Valley” by Black Rose, published in the People’s Tri¬ 
bune in 2005. http:llpeoplestribune.org/PT.2005.07l 
PT.2005.07.11.html). 


FRESNO’S HOMELESS AND 
SUPPORTERS SPEAK OUT 

Editors note: There are an estimated 4,400 to 
8,800 homeless people in the Fresno area. Shelter 
is available to only 1.4 percent of the homeless. 

“I was born in Madera almost 60 years 
ago. I attended several colleges. I have had 
a variety of professional jobs. I lost my job 
(and therefore my home) after my father 
died. I earn money repairing bicycles, and 
the city took two bicycles that belonged to 
me and threw them in a dumpster. The city 
also took my tent and all my bedding. I got 
sick as a result of being out in the rain 
without shelter.” 

—Cynthia Marie Greene, a homeless person 
who testified about the city’s bulldozing of their property 

“The city cannot seize and destroy some¬ 
one’s property just because they are home¬ 
less. The Constitution does not allow it.” 

—Paul Alexander, a law partner at Heller Ehrman LLP 



Rev. Floyd Harris, California State president of 
the National Action Network (right) is among 
Fresno activists challenging the police attacks 
on the homeless. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 
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BY JOHN SLAUGHTER 


ATLANTA—Thousands of mostly 
Latino immigrant workers took to the 
streets of Atlanta on October 7 to protest 
the attacks being visited upon their 
workplaces and communities by both 
state and federal government forces. 
With calls for legalization and shouts of 
“We are not criminals, we are workers,” 
they demanded an end to the raids and 
deportations that are being conducted 
throughout the state of Georgia. 

Gov. Sonny Purdue declares, “It’s 
simply unacceptable for people to sneak 
into the country illegally on Thursday, 
obtain a government-issued ID on Fri¬ 
day, head for the welfare office on 
Monday, and go to vote on Tuesday.” 
The immigrants’ response is best ex¬ 
pressed in a sign which stated, “I never 
live from welfare because I hard work¬ 
er. I just build homes for yu.” If the 
problem is the law, then change the law. 
Legalize, don’t criminalize. 

On Labor Day weekend, federal 
agents poured into the small town of 
Stillmore in central Georgia. They raid¬ 
ed a chicken processing plant and arrest¬ 
ed over 120 undocumented immigrants 
and loaded them on buses bound for the 
courts of Atlanta. They have since been 
transported to jails somewhere in Texas. 
The agents got home addresses of many 
of the immigrants and, clad in SWAT 
team regalia with guns and bullet-proof 
vests, invaded trailer parks, arresting 
and taking the residents away in hand¬ 
cuffs. Many fled into the surrounding 
woods; children were left behind as their 
parents were carried away. 

Stillmore is now like a ghost town. 
The workforce of the Crider poultry 
plant has been decimated. The trailer 
park now has no residents. Other busi¬ 
nesses have been virtually wiped out. 
But the anti-immigrant hysteria that 
some politicians and ideologues have 
been trying to whip up is really very 
thin. Stillmore residents were said to be 
“genuinely a little heartbroken” about 
the raids. “They wish they could get le¬ 
gal,” they stated. The trailer park owner 
even purchased an American flag and 
displayed it flying upside down. Mayor 
Marilyn Slater said, “This is like the 
Gestapo...coming to snatch people out 
of their homes... That’s not America. 
That’s not the way it should be.” 

The immigrant workers are an inte¬ 
gral part of our working class. They 
work at poverty wages at the dirtiest 
and most dangerous jobs, and all they 
are trying to do is to have a better life 
for themselves and their families. Laws 
that divide us must be set aside so that 
we can march forward as one. 

Legalizacion! Si se puede! Yes we can! 



Workers demonstrating in support of immigrant rights in Atlanta. 
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Dispatch from the 
Promised Land 


BY ELENA HERRADA 


DETROIT—A group of activists 
opened a Worker Center here on May 
1, 2006, after a long planning period. 
It was a direct response to the demon¬ 
strations of March 27, 2006, when 
more than 50,000 immigrants and 
their supporters took to the streets in 
Detroit, and millions more across the 
nation. 

We had been planning to do some¬ 
thing for a long time to help out with 
individual cases of undocumented 
workers’ issues of being denied pay, 
denied overtime, injured on the job 
and many other human rights viola¬ 
tions. Their status makes them vulner¬ 
able to all manner of exploitation, 


from employers demanding sexual fa¬ 
vors from women in order to be hired 
into low paying jobs, to being denied 
any avenue of redress if denied basic 
rights. Employers have called immi¬ 
gration in to stop organizing drives, to 
intimidate workers from speaking up 
against unfair and arbitrary treatment, 
or to maintain power over a work¬ 
force of undocumented workers. 

When a group of workers came to a 
local social service agency to protest 
being fired for attending the March, 
we were called and held a demonstra¬ 
tion at the worksite. Press from Cali¬ 
fornia, Texas, Mexico, Great Britain 
and all manner of independent media 
called us to find out what was happen¬ 
ing in Detroit. We did not know that 


we would be talking to radio stations 
and TV stations and newspapers in 
Mexico City. 

Once we were successful in the ef¬ 
fort to get the people reinstated to 
their jobs with back pay—after meet¬ 
ing with the owner of the company— 
we asked the fired workers to stand up 
with the next group of workers who 
walked off their jobs for being cheat¬ 
ed out of overtime pay. After a 
demonstration at an auto part suppli¬ 
er, a lawsuit was filed in Federal 
Court for check fraud (collecting in¬ 
come taxes and social security for 
people who have no social security 
numbers). More and more workers 
are contacting us to join this lawsuit 
against Lotus International....We are 

Continued on page 7 
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Fight continues 
to stop inhuman 
water shutoffs! 

45,000 or more Detroit homes 
still without water 


BY MARIAN KRAMER 


DETROIT—Every call we get at the Michi¬ 
gan Welfare Rights Organization is from people 
on the verge of getting their water shut off or 
from those who have already had their water 
shut off. Many callers have a payment arrange¬ 
ment, but can’t keep up because the price of 
water is constantly on the increase. In early No¬ 
vember, one woman who lives alone said she 
works 16 hours a day. Her water bill is almost 
$120 a month! That’s a lot of money for one 
person. She said she has no leakage. Another 
person complained that she consistently pays 
$100 a month, but the amount of her arrears bill 
never goes down, it keeps going up. 

But still, the Water Department is privatizing 
sections of the water by contracting out certain 
services. Michigan Welfare rights, and other 
Coalition organizations, have an agreement 
with the Water Department, negotiated in the 
Water Affordability Plan passed by the Detroit 
City Council. We agreed that residents would 
contribute $1 and businesses would contribute 
$30 or more for the plan. The plan was sup¬ 
posed to be implemented July 1, 2006. 

The Water Affordability Plan protects house¬ 
holds through the following: 

1) Shut off protection allows a low income 
person to pay at the level that is reachable. 

2) Arrears bills are paid on as well as their 
future bills. It lays out cash capital for both. It 
builds up a capital flow because more people 
are able to pay for their water and enjoy a ne¬ 
cessity that should be protected by the law as a 
right. 

But, Victor Mercado, CEO for the Water De¬ 
partment, is constantly throwing up barriers to 
the implementation of the Water Affordability 
Plan. He sent a notice to the public to deliber¬ 
ately confuse the Water Affordability Plan with 
the City’s plan (Wave Program) which has resi¬ 
dents donating 50 cents and businesses donat¬ 
ing only $1. If you don’t respond by a certain 
deadline, they automatically will deduct the 
amount from your bill, effectively enforcing the 
wrong plan. People were confused. As a result, 
some 35,000 people responded saying, “No,” 
they will not support the program, thinking he 
was talking about Wave Program. Confusion is 
really out there. 

Mercado and his administration were against 
the vote of the City Council in the first place. 
Yet the City Council gave him a direct order to 
implement the Water Affordability Plan. They 
wanted it in place by July 1, 2006. That was in 


March. Here we are in November with no plan. 

We ran into the mayor of Detroit two weeks 
ago and he asked if we were happy about the 
Plan. We said, “No. Victor Mercado, your man, 
is constantly sabatoging it.” The mayor asked 
them to meet with the Michigan Welfare Rights 
two weeks ago. Meanwhile more people are 
getting water cut off, more people cannot afford 
to keep up with the payment arrangement and 
human rights are being violated. 

The Water Affordability Plan challenges pri¬ 
vatization of water. Corporations have no right 
to own our water! 

Send letters, email or phone the Mayor of the 
City of Detroit demanding that the Water Af¬ 
fordability Plan be implemented ASAP, just 
like the Detroit City Council ordered: 

Mayor Kilpatrick 

City of Detroit, Executive Office 

Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 

2 Woodward Ave., Ste. 1126 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

(313) 224-3400, if people want to call direct. 


Dispatch from the Promised Land 


Continued from page 6 

at the point of production here. Undocumented Mexi¬ 
can and Central American workers are working in 
sweat shops in the Detroit area, making parts for com¬ 
panies that employ workers under some of the best in¬ 
dustrial union agreements in the world: UAW in the 
Big Three plants. 

The mission of Latinos Unidos and Centro Obrero, 
our worker center, is to fight unjust policies, empower 
all of us against such aggression, teach English to 
Spanish speakers, Spanish to English speakers and en¬ 
gage in dialogue between the large African American 
community in Detroit and the newly arrived, vibrant 
Latino community. We hope to integrate the new peo¬ 
ple into the community so that the rest of the people 
who have been here all along do not harbor resentment 
toward them, so that what happened to our families 
doesn’t happen to them. We know that if newcomers 
are isolated and “otherized” by the mass media and the 
government which seeks to exploit them and then de¬ 
port them, no one will stand up against it. 

We are located at UAW Local 22, the old Cadillac 
local in Detroit, which extended a warm welcome to 
us and works with us to make these low-paying auto 
parts supplier jobs and other exploitive work the 
good-paying union jobs that are the tradition of our 


beloved Promised Land, Detroit. Workers have always 
come here to live the good life. We may be in hard 
times now, but we have never wavered in the struggle 
to make it the best place for working class people of 
all colors and origins to “take their stand.” (.. .Staying 
in a community where one is expected only to work 
and then leave when a season ends is an act of resis¬ 
tance, and thus requires one to “take a stand.”) 

By definition, Detroit is a place of hard work and 
struggle. The people here will stand up to whatever 
comes. The challenges of setting up a worker center 
are unpredictable and exhausting, but this is the new 
order. Currently we have no funding, but we have 
had fundraisers to support us and our work and we 
have been successful in that people hear of the Centro 
Obrero and find us without any written notice of 
where we are or what we do. The UAW has given us a 
home, money to live on, and resources to do our 
work. We ask the people who come in to stand with 
each new group as they resist each act of aggression 
against them. We have been slowly building a center 
of activists from each workplace. It is all word of 
mouth and we are jumping every day. We have no 
choice but to figure it out and be ready. 



Demanding the right to water in Highland Park, Mich. 

PHOTO/SYLVIA ORDUNO 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries 
to debate why a cooperative society is a 
practical solution to the problems people 
are fighting out. We welcome your 
thoughts about the articles we are running 
and we welcome your articles. You can 
view all articles at www.peoplestribune.org. 
E-mail info@peoplestribune.org or write: 
People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, 
IL 60654 

Education 
in a cooperative 
society 

BY MIKE BRAND 


Throughout the US, poor students are 
systematically deprived of education. 
Hundreds of thousands of students who 
live in poverty fail to become educated. 


It was recently reported that large num¬ 
bers of high school graduates cannot do 
college-level work. Community college 
graduates are often barely literate and 
high school students are far worse off. 
At one Baltimore high school, only 3 
percent of the students could pass the 
simple required state test in math and 
only 8 percent could pass the English 
test. Sadly, these results are not unusual 
among students from poor neighbor¬ 
hoods throughout the country. Millions 
of poor youth are uneducated and un¬ 
prepared to function in society. Why? 

Official explanations blame combi¬ 
nations of students, parents, teachers 
and schools. Education is held out as 
the way to escape poverty. When poor 
students fail, their continued poverty 
becomes their own fault. What a lie! 
Rationalizations and ‘edu-babel’ 
abound. But, neither teachers, students, 
parents nor education administrators 
can make the education system work. 
We support their efforts to do what they 


can to improve education delivery, but 
they are constrained by the system 
within which they work. The problem is 
greater than the way things are taught. 
It extends to the system of private prop¬ 
erty, itself. 

So, why do poor kids get such low 
scores? One reason is money. “Money 
talks” as the saying goes, in education 
like anything else. Just ask Bill Gates. 
His Microsoft Corp has designed an ul¬ 
tra-modem high-tech high school for a 
few hundred poor kids in Philadelphia. 
It’s cost is $84,000 per student, consid¬ 
erably more than the amount spent at a 
normal public high school! The hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of students not cho¬ 
sen for this experimental project will go 
without, unless a fight is waged for their 
right to be educated. That fight must be 
carried out. Our children deserve no 
less. If Bill Gates’ school is worthwhile 
for some, then it should be demanded 
for all. 

That struggle must be waged but it 


will not solve the problem so long as 
students live in hopeless poverty which, 
of course, is growing. The reason is that 
education is not a social isolate. It is 
connected to the economic environ¬ 
ment. Students cannot eliminate the ef¬ 
fects of poverty on education without 
eliminating poverty itself. In a coopera¬ 
tive, prosperous society based on hu¬ 
man need rather than maximum profit 
for the corporations, education would 
break out with wonderful effects on the 
students and all of society. After all, our 
youth are intelligent creative people. 
Removing the barriers to education 
would result in a fully educated and cul¬ 
tured population. Art, science and cul¬ 
ture, mathematics and poetry would all 
flourish. We would become a dynamic 
intellectual place, more and more excit¬ 
ing to live in. We can only imagine the 
boundaries which would be crossed. It 
is certainly an exciting society to work 
for. 


What is the difference between 
the Democrats and Republicans? 

BY ROBERT KURTYCZ 


PROGRAM 

What is the program of Democrats and Republi¬ 
can Parties? I can find a democrat who is for 
universal health care, and I can find one who is 
against it. The same is true about every other is¬ 
sue, in both parties. So when you say that you’re 
a democrat or a republican, you are really saying 
you stand for both sides of an issue? 

When we go to the polls and vote along party 
lines, we should be voting for something, right? I 
want to vote on health care, jobs, the war, retire¬ 
ment, and many other things. Neither party takes 
a stand on any of these issues. They say it is be¬ 
cause they are parties that accept diversity and 
different points of view. That’s a really nice and 
heartwarming thing to say, but it doesn’t do a 
thing for poor and working people. 

Really we are talking about organizations of 
individuals. Some are good, and most are bad. 
Our history tells us that anything ever achieved 
for the working people of this country has been 
done through collective action, not individuals. 
That means that neither party will ever solve the 
problems we struggle with every day. 


LEADERSHIP 

A political leader is someone that has a solution 
to a problem. There are thousands of bills intro¬ 
duced and hundreds passed every year. This is in 
the House and Senate and by Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans. But when was the last time a problem 
was solved? There hasn’t been a solution for an 
illness since Polio in 1962. Since that time, 
18,120 bills have passed in Congress. And not 
one of them solves a problem in your life? 

So what solutions came out of the 18,120 bills 
that have passed in the last 40 years? The solu¬ 
tions were for the corporations and the wealthy. 
We must conclude that these politicians, both de¬ 
mocrats and republicans, are leaders. They are 
leaders for the corporations and the wealthy be¬ 
cause they solve their problems, not ours. 


We need a political party 
that represents poor and 
working people. It has to 
provide Leadership and 
must be based on a Program! 


CONCLUSION 

There is no difference between the democrats and 
republicans. They do not have a program. They 
do not provide leadership for the PEOPLE! In the 
wealthiest country in the world we have brothers 
and sisters that are starving, families with no 
homes, children that have no water, elderly that 
have no heat, 46 million people with no health 
care, human beings that are classified as illegal, 
and a corporation owns the road that I drive on. 

We need a political party that represents poor 
and working people. It has to provide Leadership 
and must be based on a Program! When I was 
younger I believed that there was a formula for 
change. Part of that included the belief that I 
needed to work for change under the two-party 
system in this country. What I have learned 
through experience is that there is no formula. 
Even though I was a factory worker, I could think 
and come up with new ideas. Who better to solve 
the problems than the people who actually have 
the problems! 

As I speak to workers across the Midwest, 
there is strong sentiment that we need a third par¬ 
ty in this country. But we must not hold ourselves 
to a formula, when what we need are solutions. 
Maybe a third party will have the solutions? But 
if it takes having four, five, or six parties, then so 
be it. We must be committed to change this coun¬ 
try no matter what form it takes! 
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A new political party 
for these times 

The South Carolina 
Labor Party 


BY GLORIA AND JOHN SLAUGHTER 

Something new is happening, and it is 
beginning in South Carolina. On Septem¬ 
ber 14, the State Election Commission cer¬ 
tified the South Carolina Labor Party as an 
official political party with a ballot line. 
Creation of the SCLP highlights a new 
stage in South Carolina politics. It is the 
first independent political party expressly 
and exclusively committed to pursuing the 
most widely shared concerns of the state’s 
working people. 

Needing 10,000 signatures to qualify, 
organizers targeted flea markets, festivals, 
churches, neighborhoods, unions and col¬ 
lege campuses to tell them about the Labor 
Party and what it stands for, and in the 
process gathered 16,500 signatures. “We 
are now well on our way to being the first 
state in the nation where workers can vote 
for a real party of their own,” said Donna 
Dewitt, State ALL-CIO president and co¬ 
chair of the state Labor Party. “Now we 
can turn our attention to broadening and 
deepening our statewide base and building 
a strong, fighting organization that can en¬ 
ter the electoral arena on our own terms.” 

The Pounding Principles of the South 
Carolina Labor Party say in part: 

“We are a party of the working people of 
South Carolina, employed and unem¬ 
ployed, men and women, native bom and 
immigrant. Lor too long we have watched 
the other political parties make concession 
after concession to the corporations that 
rule this state while our jobs have disap¬ 
peared, our incomes have eroded and our 
children have gone uneducated. We are 
tired of the politics of fear and division that 
keep us divided and weak. 

“We will fight to create and preserve de¬ 
cent jobs and living wages for all. 

“We will work to establish the right to 
universal health care and quality health 
care in our state. 

“We believe that every South Carolinian 



Donna DeWitt, co-chair of the South 
Carolina Labor Party. 

deserves equal and free access to education 
from pre-school through college. 

“We stand for fair taxes, a secure retire¬ 
ment and worker protections on the job. 

“We will not compromise these values. 
Our candidates will not accept corporate 
money. 

“We are the South Carolina Labor Party.” 

The SCLP is out to win. They do not see 
themselves as playing a spoiler role, and 
all candidates will be committed to run on 
the party program of living wages for all, 
universal health care and free higher edu¬ 
cation for all, and they will only run where 
they can field strong candidates with a 
chance to win. “People are at the point of 
losing faith in the Democratic Party and 
the two-party system,” says Willie Legette, 
also co-chair of the SCLP. Echoing him, 
Donna Dewitt pointed out, people will par¬ 
ticipate and support the Labor Party if they 
see their candidates as presenting a real 
choice. “We have got to give people some¬ 
body to vote for,” says Dewitt. 

A leading member of the party and a po¬ 
tential candidate for office is Leonard Riley, 
one of the leaders of the Charleston Live, 
who successfully resisted attacks made 
upon them and the International Longshore¬ 
men’s local in Charleston. Riley sees the 
Labor Party as “a new kind of politics that 
advances the cause of workers—workers 
who are losing pensions, jobs, and health 
care, and wondering why crime is rising. 
Working people,” he says, “can benefit just 
by putting the Labor Party on the table. We 
have a historic opportunity, and a historical 
responsibility to spread the word.” 

It is time. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

800-691-6888 • www.speakersforanewamerica.com 

Speakers are authors, poets, labor leaders, activists in the fight for 
the poor, for immigrant rights, for water and utilities for all, and 
more. Our speakers are in the forefront of the fight for a better 
world. Our speakers bring a message of hope and the possibility of 
creating a new society whose wealth benefits all. Call 800-691-6888 
today to book African American History month, Women’s History 
Month and Hispanic Heritage Month speakers. 



Leonard Riley, from the Charleston 5, is a leading member of the 
Labor Party in South Carolina. 
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THE FUTURE 
15 UP TO US! 

Why the workers need 
their own political party 

This column is excerpts from the book, “The Future Is 
Up To Us: A Revolutionary Talking Politics with the 
American People,” by Nelson Peery. Send your 
thoughts to info@peoplestribune.org. To order the 
book, send $12 to Speakers for a New America 
Books, c/o People’s Tribune, P.0. Box 3524, 

Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


Conscious revolutionaries have to create a different kind of 
movement, a revolutionary movement with ideology, vision, and a 
scientific strategy to make the vision of a new cooperative Ameri¬ 
ca a reality. 

The first stage of the revolution is to politicize our class, to 
make them socially conscious, give them an understanding of what 
our society really is. We must teach them to identify with one class 
and stand in opposition to the other class. This stage is completed 
by the formation of a political party of the class. 

I want to emphasize that social consciousness leads to the for¬ 
mation of a party to defend the interests of the class under this sys¬ 
tem. It therefore is a class party rather than a third party, such as 
are being formed today. Third parties are an alternative to the ex¬ 
posed two parties. These are populist or mass parties that attempt 
to be all things to all men. If they don’t take a class position they 
inevitably end up being political apparatuses to take the militant 
edge off the struggle for social consciousness. 
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In Memoriam: Ebon Dooley, 1942-2006 

Ebon Dooley, an activist, poet and revolutionary, passed away on Oc¬ 
tober 12. He was broadcast director of WRFG (Radio Free Georgia) 
in Atlanta. 

Ebon was born Leo Thomas Hale, the oldest child of Leo and Beat¬ 
rice Hale of the small farming community of Milan, Tennessee. Son 
of a school-teacher and the grandchild of middle-class farmers, he 
went to Nashville’s Fisk University on an early entrant scholarship. 
Ebon’s activism might be said to have begun with his work as manag¬ 
ing editor of the Fisk literary magazine and newspaper (which includ¬ 
ed Nikki Giovanni as a freshman reporter). He went on to further 
activism when, as a regional honors scholar, he entered Columbia 
Law School in 1963. In New York he saw two very different sides of 
the larger world, as a law school management trainee at Manufactur¬ 
ers’ Hanover Trust and as a member of the Law Students’ Civil 
Rights Research Council and volunteer for the Harlem community ac¬ 
tion project of Har-you-act. At the first Black Power conference in 
Newark, he was impressed by the Chicago delegation; unable to get a 
large enough scholarship to go on to graduate school in business after 
his 1967 graduation from Columbia, he went to Chicago as a VISTA 
legal volunteer. 

Ebon’s reputation rests mainly on one small but solid book of poet¬ 
ry. Revolution (1968) was written over a period of two years in the 
Chicago of the late 1960s. While Ebon found Chicago “a very de¬ 
pressing experience in many ways,” he also found it an even more vi¬ 
brant intellectual, political, and artistic community than he had found 
in New York. He witnessed the Chicago Democratic Convention of 
1968, worked with youth gang leaders of the “main 21,” and coun¬ 
seled local citizens in their struggles for civil rights. The heart of 
Ebon’s Chicago experience was the OB AC Writers Workshop (Orga¬ 
nization for Black American Culture), founded in 1967. 

After Chicago, though the quality of his work did not decline, 
Ebon’s production slowed, as the activist poet gradually came to give 
more time to activism than poetry. In September of 1969 he went to 
Atlanta to take over the management of the Timbuktu Bookstore. He 
later managed Uhuru, another bookstore specializing in Afro-Ameri¬ 
can works, until 1974. He was involved in the establishment of the 
Dunbar Center, the Atlanta Center for Black Arts, and the Arts Ex¬ 
change, and was on the board of directors of the Southern Education 
Program, formed to recruit black teachers from the North for local 
colleges. As a CETA worker, he began teaching at Atlanta’s Neigh¬ 
borhood Arts Center in 1975 and later was its acting director for nine 
months. He understood that these centers provide the opportunity for 
creative expression, community building and empowerment. In addi¬ 
tion to all of the above and much more, Ebon was one of the early or¬ 
ganizers of WRFG. 


Tribute to My Father 

• In retrospect, I started to think about... 

• What words I could possibly say 

• That would convey my deepest, most memorable feelings that I have for my father. 

• So many recollections came to my mind 

• I admired so much about my father... 

• He was a smiling, charismatic, gentle, loving, patient, helpful, peace maker, solution 
focused, driven, revolutionary, poet and activist... 

• Who was also a son....a brother... a father... an uncle... and friend to us all... 

• In my opinion he was the epitome of “love” 

• I can honesty stand here and say that there was not a time in my life that I ever saw 
my father become angry. 

• He always saw, “the good” in everyone and everything. 

• Optimistic....some may call him 

• It is a rarity in this lifetime that you come across genuine people 

• He had a genuine concern for people to become knowledgeable and empowered. 

• This was one of his life’s mission. 

• I remember being told stories of all the significant people that he encountered and be¬ 
friended as well as places that he had traveled to. 

• He spoke so eloquent... 

• Filled with a surplus of knowledge 

• But had a humble disposition... 

• You would have never known just by looking at him 

• Because he didn’t do it for “show” 

• He did it because it was embedded in his heart. 

• I never quite grasped the meaning of the phrase “ I’m going to die doing what I love to do”. 

• My father did just that. 

• He didn’t “live” to make a living 

• Yet he lived to make a life 

• To leave a legacy 

• And to help as many people as he could in the process 

• How he interacted with people left lasting imprints on every person he came into 
contact with. 

• Thus, why each of you are sitting here today. 

• I know a lot of times we as people take for granted the simple things in life. 

• The most precious present you can give a person is your time. 

• The reason why I say this is because you can’t get it back. 

• Once it’s gone, it’s gone! That is why it’s so special. 

• We as humans have a natural “desire” to want to be in the company of others. Hence, 
friendships and marriages :-). We are social beings. This is a known fact. 

• During life there will be times that you come into contact with people who leave 
“good” and “bad” memories of the “times” you’ve spent together. 

• Now learning comes into focus when you are able to appreciate the existence of 
each experience. 

• This is what my father continued to teach me 

• Everything and everyone that we come into contact with in this life has its place. 

• Just like the saying says...., “a reason, a season, and a life-time”. 

• Remember once we leave this world, material possessions, financial and social status 
are not what leaves a legacy. 

• Life is all about character building, helping the less fortunate and leading people to Christ. 

• This is a time of celebration of a great man... 

• Who was born Leo Thomas Hale... 

• Many of you knew his as Ebon Dooley 

• But I knew him as.“Daddy.” 

• I have accepted the challenge of carrying on the torch that my father has lit 

• In addition, to live life, love life and empower others in the process. 

• And I challenge each one of you to do the same. 

By Teressa A. Hale, daughter of Ebon Dooley 
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A new poetry book by Allison Adelle Hedge Coke 


[Editor's note: For the last 10,000 
years, indigenous peoples have lived in 
the part of North America from the At¬ 
lantic Ocean to the Mississippi water¬ 
shed. Here they constructed perhaps 
tens of thousands of ceremonial and 
civic sites, including mounds and edi¬ 
fices that rivaled the pyramids of Egypt 
and of Mexico. Very few have survived 
to this day. Most were destroyed by the 
European settlers as they advanced 
across the continent.] 

From the author: 

Blood Run was written to move the 
state and its citizens to protect, preserve 
and honor an Indigenous mound site 
which was a thriving city of six nations 
and ten thousand people at the time the 
first Europeans approached the area 
now lying across the South Dakota and 
Iowa borders. 

The mound city has been desecrated 
and ignored almost wholly as testimony 



Allison Adelle Hedge Coke 

to the great pre-Columbian Indigenous 
civilizations for the sake of savage-im¬ 
agery preferred by colonizing Euro- 
centrics, et al. There were originally 
over 400 civic, ceremonial effigy, and 
burial mounds up to 80 yards wide and 
20 yards high. One snake mound, ex¬ 
tending a mile and a quarter in length, 
was used for railroad fill dirt. 

The dismantling and denial of the 
Native settlement upon contact with the 


French in the early 1700s and the truth 
of Native peoples pre-contact is simply 
criminal neglect. 

Blood Run seeks to establish a visual 
face of the site for current and future ref¬ 
erence. It attempts to save the remaining 
78 site mounds and hundreds of mounds 
surrounding the site still being plowed 
under. Remains dating 8,500 to only 
150 years ago still rest there. 

Allison Adelle Hedge Coke descends 
from moundbuilders and is of Chero¬ 
kee, Huron, Creek, French Canadian, 
Lorraine, Portuguese, English, Scot, 
and Irish ascendants. She is a professor, 
Institute of American Indian Arts (sum¬ 
mer faculty, Naropa University). She is 
the author of the American Book 
Award-winning poetry book, Dog Road 
Woman (Coffee House Press), and also 
Off-Season City Pipe (poetry, Coffee 


/ 
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House Press); and Rock, Ghost, Willow, 
Deer (memoir, U.NE.). 

Allison performs readings, work¬ 
shops, lectures and performs in-services 
on enhancing writing skills, NAS and 
Youth-at-Risk education. She created 
and organized an online mentorship 
project in literary arts for incarcerated 
youth in South Dakota. 

Call Speakers for a New America, 
800-691-6888 or email info@speakers- 
foranewamerica.com for more informa¬ 
tion on bookings. 


Poems from Blood Run 

By Allison Adelle Hedge Coke 


Memory 

When disease rode trade blankets 
wove way across oceans, rivers, 
my People reeled. So many crossed 
into the next world, my fullness ruptured, 
poured as sores upon then-tainted blistered skin. 

It was too much for Memory, to bear. 

Since time ago, slowly erased all 
eye could see, truth held 
within my reaches for falcons’ 
sure vision. It is in these vaults 
time, place, I exist even today. 

In the end, all will dissipate, join me. 


Snake Mound 

Present invisibility 
need not concern. 



This woman was one of many 
people demonstrating against 
the war in New Orleans on 
October 5, 2006. The 
demonstration was a part of a 
national and international day 
of demonstrations calling for 
impeachment of the president, 
an end to the war and torture, 
and for restoration of the 
constitutional rights abrogated in 
the legislation legalizing torture. 
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My weight remains 
heavy upon this land. 

Winding, 
weaving, incurve, 

mouth undone 
for egg swallow. 

Though my body 
suffered sacriface 
to railroad fill, 

my vision bears 
all even still. 

Be not fooled. 

Be not fooled. 



The Trial of Reverend Pinkney 


.deception, confusion 

and mysterious 


What's going on in 

Benton Till 


A New Film: 

What’s going on in Benton Harbor? 

The Trial of Reverend Pinkney 

Published and Directed by Steve Keys, Co-Directed by Phil Bassett 

This film deals with the efforts of a giant corporation to silence the 
people of Benton Harbor, Mich., by attempting to jail one of their 
leaders. A recall election that was won by more than 50 votes was 
overturned on the basis of five or so tainted votes and one judge’s 
“belief’ that there was voter fraud. Send a donation of $10 or more to 
Tri City Production, c/o PT, PO Box 3524, Chicago IL 60654, or email 
phil@kalamazoo.com. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR. MICH. 

DEMOCRACY IS RULE BY THE PEOPLE! 



Justice rally in Benton Harbor. photo/adrian garcia 


‘Take Back Our City from Whirlpool!’ say homeless 


UBY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Imagine waking up at 7:30 a.m. to 
the sound of someone knocking on your 
front door. Imagine looking out your 
window to see a massive police force 
surrounding your house. Imagine this 
happening anywhere—not only in Ben¬ 
ton Harbor, Michigan or Alabama in 
thel950s. 

On Oct. 5, 2006, officers knocked on 
my front door under the pretense of 
tracking down a woman who did not 
live at my house. As if they didn’t 
know. Neighbors and friends are out¬ 
raged by the number of Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment Officers and Benton Harbor 
Police and SWAT Team Officers that 
filled up the neighborhood. This was 
such an obvious act of intimidation. 
Who knows what else the racist, corrupt 
power structure will attempt to scare 
me? 

Make no mistake, this is just another 
step in the calculated process of 
Whirlpool’s takeover of Benton Harbor 
and the forced “removal” of people of 
color. Profits from their “dream resort” 
town are FAR more important than the 
civil rights of human beings. 

Unfortunately, many people are easi¬ 
ly misled by people in power. We need 
to educate each other about how the law 


should work and about how things 
change. 

Democracy is more than the right to 
vote. Democracy is rule by the people. 
In a true democracy everyone would 
have the guarantee of a decent life: a 
quality home, education, and health 
care, plus more. No one would have the 
right to exploit anyone’s labor. Prisons 
would not house the poor. Everyone 
would contribute to how the society is 
run. 

Call Rev. Edward Pinkney at 269- 
925-0001 anytime or visit the web site: 
http://banco.blogspot.com/, or write: 
1940 Union St., Benton Harbor, 49022 
(Legal fees are very much needed for 
the defense in Rev. Pinkney’s frame-up 
trial.) 


Pinkney and Harper Win Award 

Rev. Edward Pinkney and 
Ex-City Commissioner Etta 
Harper were given an award 
for Outstanding Work in the 
Benton Harbor Community by 
the NAACP on October 24, 

2006, at a “Get out the Vote” 
event at the Benton Harbor 
High School. 


Some homeless people in Benton 
Harbor, Mich., recently told the Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune the following: 

“I have been homeless for over three 
years. I eat one meal a day, if lucky. I 
am a carpenter by trade. I have no 
license so no work. I have no money, 
no place to lay my head. Our govern¬ 
ment has destroyed the people. You 
cannot sit on the bench in the city. You 
have to keep walking or the police will 
harass you, and you better not be 
caught in an abandoned building trying 
to keep warm. Whirlpool has destroyed 
the city of Benton Harbor. We must 
take back our city from Whirlpool and 
down with the Benton Harbor City 
Commissioners!” 

—Doug B. 

“I just came home from prison. We 
cannot depend upon Whirlpool to do 
the right thing, to help us build a good 
future for us and our children. 
Whirlpool’s power teaches us that we 
must strike out for ourselves or be left 
behind, helpless and without a future.” 

—Tommy T. 

Social workers say that there are 


2,000 people either homeless or living 
in buildings where the utilities have 
been disconnected for nonpayment in 
Benton Harbor. 
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BENTON HARBOR TAKES 
OVER PEOPLE’S HOMES FOR 
NOT PAYING THE WATER 
BILL—WHILE SOME SAY 2000 
ARE HOMELESS: This photo 
shows one of the many Benton 
Harbor homes boarded up by 
the city. If your water is cut off, 
the city condemns your home. 
You then have 30 days to get 
your water back on, plus pay a 
$300 “Turn Back On Fee”—or 
the city takes ownership. This 
paves the way for Whirlpool and 
the developers, aided by the other 
big enemy, the Court House, to 
take over Benton Harbor. The 
poor have to stand together in 
defense of one another. No one 
has the right to own water or 
steal homes in the name of 
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